How the Build Back Better Agenda Benefits
California Community Colleges

One in every four
community college
students in the nation
attends a California
Community College

America’s College Promise establishes a
federal-state partnership that provides
matching grants to incentivize states to set
their community college tuition and fees to
$0. Grants will be based on the median
community college tuition nationwide.

Affordability
• Upon opting-in to the program, states must eliminate community
college tuition and fees, reducing financial barriers upfront for
students who want to enroll.
• California could utilize the excess funds to address non-tuition
related costs such as food, housing, transportation, and childcare,
which are directly aligned with the Vision for Success goals.
Student Supports
• As a condition for receiving ACP grants, states must implement a
plan to improve transfer pathways to four-year institutions, ensuring
that community college students have access to the courses and
supports they need to transfer successfully.
• Excess funds may be used to implement evidence-based strategies
that improve rates of student retention and college completion.
Supporting Adult Learners
• Allows those with some prior college experience to return to
school and complete their education. Those who work can
attend school part-time and still receive benefits.
• Establishes on-ramps for those adult learners displaced by the
COVID-19 pandemic to return to school to up-skill and successfully
return to the workforce to obtain a high-paying job.
Provides Alternative to For-Profit Colleges
• By eliminating tuition and fees and helping students reduce their
total cost of attendance, the ACP incentivizes students to avoid
enrollment at costly for-profit institutions, which commonly lead to
low-income students and students of color accumulating high
student loan debt.
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Other Student Supports Included in the Build Back Better Agenda
• Provides an increase of $500 per year to the maximum Pell Grant
award, starting in FY 2022-23 through FY 2029-30.
• Would make DACA recipients eligible for the Pell Grant.
• Provides student retention and completion grants and support to
Historically Black Colleges and Universities and Minority Serving
Institutions.
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